
How DPGs are transforming 
the way countries build DPI  

Liv Marte Nordhaug
CEO, Digital Public Goods Alliance Secretariat 

TRANSFORM
Bern  I  May 5 2026



Digital Public Goods Alliance

digitalpublicgoods.net

“
Roadmap for Digital Cooperation

About Digital Public Goods

We must undertake a concerted global effort to 
encourage and invest in the creation of digital public 
goods: open source software, open data, open AI 
models, open standards and open content. 
These digital public goods should adhere to privacy 
and other applicable laws and best practices, do no 
harm, and help attain the SDGs.
United Nations Secretary-General António Guterres
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About the DPGA
The Digital Public Goods Alliance is a vibrant global community of national governments, multilaterals and international 
non- and for-profit organisations aligned around a shared vision for digital cooperation and accelerating attainment of the 
SDGs through digital public goods.
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To learn more about the 
initiatives of DPGA 
members, please visit the 
Roadmap.
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Types of DPGs
DPGs include open-source software, open data sets, open content collections and open AI systems that adhere to 
privacy and other applicable laws and best practices, do no harm, and help attain the Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs) and otherwise comply with the DPG Standard.

01 Open-source 
Software

02 Open Data Sets 03 Open Content 
Collections

About Digital Public Goods   I   Types of DPGs

Open AI Systems04
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DPG Standard

Relevance to Sustainable Development Goals

Use of Approved Open Licenses

Clear Ownership

Platform Independence

Documentation

Mechanism for Extracting Data

Adherence to Privacy and Applicable Laws

Adherence to Standards & Best Practices

Do No Harm
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Advance the SDGs

Open Source

Do No Harm
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How to share a DPG
Apply 
Use a custom application to guide you through the 
requirements.

01

Review 
DPGA Secretariat’s technical team will review the application in 
detail against all the indicators of the DPG Standard to ensure 
adherence.

Result 
If the application meets all the requirements of the DPG 
Standard, it is recognised as a digital public good and 
featured on the DPG Registry. The DPG owner then joins the 
DPG Product Owners community.

03

Validity 
DPG status is valid for one year from its approval and 
applications undergo an annual review process to ensure that 
all solutions continue to comply with the DPG Standard.

04

Annual Review 
In case the solution fails to continue to meet the DPG Standard, 
the solution is removed from the DPG Registry.
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DPG Registry

The DPG Registry lists all of the digital solutions that have 
applied for DPG recognition and have been proven to 
meet the DPG Standard. There were 241 DPGs as per 
May 4 2026.

It’s a global resource to support governments, 
international organisations and other stakeholders to 
discover open-source solutions that are designed to 
support the attainment of the Sustainable Development 
Goals.

https://www.digitalpublicgoods.net/registry
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Key SDGs
● Global health and wellbeing
● Industry, innovation and infrastructure
● Sustainable cities and communities 
● Peace, justice and strong institutions

DPGs with Switzerland as origin country
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Strategic Objectives

Our approach to DPI  I  Strategic Objectives

Objective 01

Digital public goods with 
high potential for addressing 
critical development needs 
and urgent global challenges 
are discoverable, sustainably 
managed, and accessible for 
government institutions and 
other relevant implementing 
organisations.

Objective 02

UN institutions, multilateral 
development banks, and 
other public and private 
institutions that are highly 
relevant for supporting 
implementation of digital 
technologies have the 
knowledge, capacity, and 
incentives to effectively 
promote and support 
adoption of DPGs.

Government institutions have 
the information, motivation, 
and capacity to effectively 
implement DPGs that address 
country needs, including to 
plan, deploy, maintain, and 
evolve their digital public 
infrastructure.

Objective 04

Countries have public sector 
capacity and vibrant 
commercial ecosystems in 
place to create, maintain, 
implement, and incubate 
DPGs locally.
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The DPG for DPI Collection

The DPG for DPI Collection

The DPG for DPI Collection is a curated set of digital public 
goods that are being implemented by countries as part of their 
DPI. DPI here refers to digital ID, digital payments, data 
exchange, and foundational digital registries.

Co-stewarded by the DPGA, the Centre for Digital Public 
Infrastructure (CDPI), and Co-Develop, the collection currently 
features 14 digital public goods supporting DPI implementation 
around the world.

https://www.digitalpublicgoods.net/collections/coll-dpi




50in5.net

50-in-5 is a country-led advocacy 
campaign. By the end of 2028, the 50-in-5 
campaign will have helped 50 countries 
design, launch, and scale components of 
their digital public infrastructure.

Over 30 countries have joined the 
campaign and are implementing DPGs to 
advance their digital public infrastructure 
efforts.

THE CAMPAIGN
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● The impact of DPGs is as much political as social or economic 
● Incremental implementation matters
● Capacity-building is essential
● Incentives and mandates matter
● Crisis moments can accelerate impact

Insights from 3 country case studies 2025
https://www.digitalpublicgoods.net/dpgs-for-dpi-building-open-digital-states.pdf

https://www.digitalpublicgoods.net/dpgs-for-dpi-building-open-digital-states.pdf
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Key policy goals observed:
● interoperability among public services and digital infrastructure 

and towards third-party actors, both national and international 
● digital sovereignty by enabling technical design and sourcing 

decisions based on relevant laws, norms, and values
● transparency into how public services function
● cost efficiency by enabling shared development and 

maintenance costs, lower license fees, and increased competition 
in tenders

Multiple success stories, but lack of overall strategic approaches

OS-survey with 15 countries 2024
RISE Report 2024:7

https://www.diva-portal.org/smash/get/diva2:1848137/FULLTEXT01.pdf
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Insights and Reflections   I   Additional Personal Reflections

Reflection 01

Regardless of how DPI is 
defined, DPGs can help 
countries and organisations 
take “a DPI-approach”

Reflection 02

At a time where formal 
international cooperation 
structures are under 
unprecedented pressure, 
DPGs can enable agile, 
strategic, and values based 
country collaboration

Focus on sovereignty and 
technology competitiveness, 
should lead to more - not less - 
reuse, collaboration, and 
sharing of DPGs and other 
open source components

Reflection 04

The urgency of building 
AI-enabled public services is 
accelerating 
DPI-implementation. DPGs can 
reduce lock-in risks and 
help embed and protect 
public interest objectives
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Unlocking the potential of open-source technologies for a more equitable world


